
WORKSHOP

ANIMALS IN LATIN AMERICAN HISTORY
A GENERAL PANORAMA OF CRITTERS AND PROCESSES

Universidade Federal de Río de Janeiro, July 22, 2025

The discussion of each paper will take 30 minutes. It will start with comments by a 
selected member of the group and will then be opened for comments from everyone. 
Finally, the author will have time to respond. Andrés Castaño and Valeria Borrero, who 
are writing a book on the history of dogs in Colombia with Claudia, and have helped 
her with her research on mules, will be contributing to the discussion.
Questions to keep in mind:
How central are the animals themselves in each chapter? How are they making history 
or altering human pasts? How are they changing? How crucial is each topic for the 
history of the region? Is its importance clear? Do the chosen examples provide a 
broad picture that cuts across time and include various geographies? Are there books, 
articles or sources that you recommend?

VENUE 
Sala Werneck 

Programa de Pós-graduação em História Social, PPGHIS
Largo de São Francisco de Paula, n1 sala 205

Universidade Federal de Río de Janeiro

TIME 
Morning session: 8:30 am - 12:15 pm

London: 12:30 pm – 4:15 pm / Paris: 1:30 pm – 5:15 pm

Afternoon session: 2:15 pm – 5:00 pm
London: 6:15 pm – 9:00 pm / Paris: 7:15 pm – 10:00 pm

ORGANISATION
Silke Hensel, University of Cologne 

Claudia Leal, Universidad de los Andes / University of Cologne
Global South Studies Center

Animals in Latin American History
A General Panorama of Critters and Processes



 

 

 

 

 

8:30 am 	 OPENING

8:45 am 	 Exhibited: Zoos and circuses 
			   (Chimps, elephants and bears)
			   Regina Horta Duarte
			   First comments: Helen Cowie

9:15 am 	 Vanishing: Extinction
			   German Vergara
			   First comments: Ricardo Morales and Claudia Leal

9:45 am 	 Vectors: Zoonosis, Tropicality, and Inter-American History	
			   (Sand fleas, chinches, bothrops and bats)
			   Lily Balloffet
			   First comments: Emily Wakild

10:15 am	 BREAK

10:45 am	 Raised: Cattle vs. sheep
			   (Sheep and cattle)
			   Silke Hensel and Shawn Van Ausdal
			   First comments: Germán Vergara

11:15 am	 Observed and measured 
			   (Manatee, tapir, hummingbird)
			   Helen Cowie 
			   First comments: John Soluri

11:45 am	 Pals: Companions and pets 
			   (Dogs, monkeys, pigeons and parrots)
			   Emily Wakild
			   First comments: Valeria Borrero and Regina Horta Duarte
 

12:15 pm 	 LUNCH

2:15 pm	 Competitors: Predators 
			   (Pumas, jaguars and bears)
			   Ricardo Morales
			   First comments: Shawn Van Ausdal 

2:45 pm	 Carriers: Transportation 
			   (Llamas, mules and horses)
			   John Soluri
			   First comments: Andrés Castaño and Silke Hensel

3:15 pm 	 Invaders: Valued and feared foreigners 
			   (Pigs, rabbits, beavers, trout and hippos)			
			   Claudia Leal
			   First comments: Lily Balloffet

3:45 pm 	 BREAK

4:15 pm	 Discussion of the future of our project
			   Are we missing key animals or types of animals, 		
			   historical processes, geographies or time periods? 	
			   If so, who could write about them?
			   Do we want an epilogue or afterword? By wom?
			   Timeline and second workshop.
			   Possible presses, languages and translations.

5:00 pm 	 END
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