
We are pleased to announce a new research project financed through a DFG-
UniAndes grant:  
 

 

 ‘Humans and animals across the Global South’ 
 

‘Humans and animals across the Global South’ is a project financed through a DFG-UniAndes 
grant. Universidad de los Andes in Bogotá, Colombia, is a strategic partner of the GSSC and 
the University of Cologne. The project is centered around Latin America and Colombia, and 
fosters a dialogue with other regions of the Global South. It includes an edited volume that 
will offer the first general overview of the role of animals in Latin American history from pre-
colonial times to the present. It will also explore and compare the relations between people 
and hippos in two locales in Southern Africa, where conservation efforts have led their 
populations to recover after near extinction due to hunting, and in Colombia, where hippos 
were introduced in the 1980s and have become an invasive species. Finally, the project 
focuses on dogs and brings Southeast Asia into the picture by examining the incomplete 
transition from common street dogs to breed pets in Bogotá and Hanoi, as well as the role 
played by traditions of dog-meat consumption, still prevalent in Vietnam. With its 
interdisciplinary, regional and transcontinental perspective, this project will provide an 
innovative global dimension to human-animal interaction, focused on the Global South. 

‘Humans and animals across the Global South’ includes, among other collaborator, three 
professors from Cologne – Silke Hensel, Michael Bollig, Sandra, Kurfürst – and two from 
UniAndes – Claudia Leal, who is also a member of the Global Faculty at Cologne, and Daniel 
Cadena. 

 

Universidad de los Andes in Bogotá (Colombia) is a strategic partner of the GSSC and the 
University of Cologne 

 


