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Toxic Autobiographies in Portugal: Memory, Resistance and Co-Production of 
Knowledge Within the Academia
by SĠrgio Wedro, >Ʒcia &ernandes

�ssuming the producƟon of knoǁledge, in its procedural perspecƟve, as an important element of  the epis-
temological debate about the ontology of the knowledge produced by the academy and its engagement with 
the contemporary reality, this arƟcle aims to present a reŇecƟon of the process of parƟcipaƟve producƟon of 
knoǁledge by a group of researchers of the �cology and Society torkshop ;�CKSKC-C�SͿ in the transnaƟonal 
proũect doǆic �ios, coordinated by Wrofessor Darco �rmiero. te ǁill present the transdisciplinary methodo-
logy and pedagogy adopted, discussing this research eǆperience and some of the results.

�eing an contracƟon of doǆic �utobiographies, doǆic �ios is a proũect of the <d, �nvironmental ,umani-
Ɵes >aboratory, Stockholm ;funded by the Seed �oǆ, Distra-&orms �nvironmental ,umaniƟes CollaboratoryͿ 
ǁith the parƟcipaƟon of several countries for the co-creaƟon of autobiographies of toǆic contaminaƟon ;do-
ǆic �ios Wroũect site, ϮϬϭϴͿ. dhe hubs are distributed in seven countries ;�raǌil, Greece, /taly, Wortugal, Spain, 
Sǁeden, and durkeyͿ but the principle is that neǁ hubs can conƟnuously ũoin the proũect.

dhe doǆic �ios proũect is the conƟnuaƟon of a proũect developed by Darco �rmiero ;ϮϬϭϰͿ in his research on 
the ǁaste struggles in Eaples, /taly, ǁere he edited a book in ǁhich eight ǁomen ǁrote their stories of acƟ-
vism and contaminaƟon ;�rmiero ϮϬϭϰͿ

doǆic autobiography is a disƟnct result of marginaliǌed groups denouncing the environmental inũusƟce in 
ǁhich they feel trapped ;�rmiero and Sedreǌ ϮϬϭϰͿ, breaking the silence of the subalterniǌed and eǆcluded 
voices of those that eǆperience the ineƋualiƟes of this acts of inũusƟce and the conseƋuences of coloniǌaƟ-
on of knoǁledge ;Santos ϮϬϭϬͿ. � map of all the biographies collected is one of the proũect outputs, and is 
shoǁn in /mage ϭ. /mages Ϯ and ϯ are part of the ϭϬ Wortuguese biographies available in the doǆic �ios map.

�ccording to our eǆperience and interpretaƟon concerning the proũect main goals, ǁe ǁould like to reinforce 
three aspects: ϭͿ the parƟcipatory research on contaminaƟon and resistance ǁithin civil society movements, 
ϮͿ valuing the toǆic autobiography as a disƟnct result of marginaliǌed groups denouncing the environmental 
inũusƟce in ǁhich they feel trapped, and ϯͿ a prototype of bottom-up counter-history of phenomena of sloǁ 
violence ;Eiǆon ϮϬϭϭͿ, challenging the oppressive narraƟves of progress, the commons, and science that 
contribute to the construcƟon of an epistemic inũusƟce ;Santos ϮϬϭϳͿ.
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dhe adopted ǁay of doing science aims to reŇect on the barriers of scienƟĮc methodology, deepening the 
understanding of parƟcipatory science as a result of the inŇuence of diīerent social, poliƟcal, cultural and 
ethical variables ;>atour ϭϵϵϵͿ and the conseƋuent disappearance of the disƟncƟon betǁeen poǁer ;scien-
ceͿ and truth ;socialͿ ;Callon ϭϵϴϲͿ.
dhe research carried out by �CKSKC-C�S ;ǁithin the frameǁork of naƟonal teamsͿ collected personal stories, 
in video, teǆt, sound or image formats, that arƟculate the individual and collecƟve eǆperience of mobiliǌaƟon 
against toǆic contaminaƟon, through transformaƟve acƟons to challenge poǁer ;<hasnabish and ,aive ϮϬϭϰͿ 
and realign the concept of sustainability ǁith dialogue about the environmental inũusƟce suīered by subal-
tern communiƟes and their struggles  ;selicu and <aika ϮϬϭϱͿ concomitantly building strategies toǁard ũust 
sustainability both in the Global Eorth and Global South ;�gyeman ϮϬϬϴͿ.
�y adopƟng an ontological understanding of the autobiography as a empoǁering act of knoǁledge producƟ-
on that addresses the epistemic eǆclusion of the aīected persons and communiƟes, ƋuesƟoning the domina-
Ɵon and the co-optaƟon of history, the �CKSKC-C�S  adopted as a guideline of acƟon the co-producƟon idiom 
;:asanoī ϮϬϬϰͿ, as a conƟnuous process of re-ǁorking and mobiliǌing diīerent ideas, forms of knoǁledge, 
and perspecƟves, and developing trust betǁeen those concerned ;�e Darchi and &untoǁicǌ ϮϬϬϯͿ.
/n the course of the research process, parƟcularly in an iniƟal phase of mapping, Wortugal͚s sparse environ-
mental historical record before ϭϵϳϰ ;dictatorship decades from ϭϵϮϲ to ϭϵϳϰͿ ǁas evident, speciĮcally in 
terms of its actors and processes of collecƟve mobiliǌaƟon. dhis same fact evidenced the disconnecƟon 
betǁeen previous and current environmental ũusƟce movements in Wortugal, in parƟcular ǁith regard to the 
adopted processes of disclosure of the disrupƟon situaƟon of environmental osmosis in the public sphere 
and the mobiliǌaƟon of civil society against it, thus represenƟng a loss of relevant knoǁledge.
/t is possible to idenƟfy in several narraƟve biographies and traũectories a discourse that arƟculates the indi-
vidual eǆperience ǁith the group resistance, the arƟculaƟon oŌen of various causes, struggles, themes and 
desires that led to contaminaƟon and / or popular mobiliǌaƟon, shoǁing an interconnecƟon ǁith the biolo-
gical, the economic, and the system of industrial producƟon and consumpƟon, among other aspects.

Dap of the doǆic �ios Wroũect. Source: doǆic �ios Wroũect site ;ϮϬϭϴͿ
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�ach story is constructed by the netǁorked individual, an associaƟon ǁith other / diīerent actors ʹ human 
and nonhuman ʹ and their dynamics ʹ being ;reͿdeĮned as they associate and parƟcipate in alliances, con-
Ňicts, and mediaƟon processes ;Callon ϭϵϴϲ͖ >atour ϭϵϵϵͿ.
dhe narraƟves revealed a porosity permeated by stories that intersect and others that diverge, considering 
that space represents a considerable inŇuence on the construcƟon of the self and on the personality refe-
rences of the individual. dhey are also conducive to the creaƟon and veriĮcaƟon of the eǆistence of mulƟple 
ǁorlds ;�scobar, ϮϬϭϱͿ. dhe videos, audios, and teǆts collected evidence memories of stories, perpleǆiƟes, 
and anguishes related to the territory, to the knoǁledge, to community heritage, to the eǆistent and co-con-
structed learning and sense of connecƟon ǁith the place, and to the mobiliǌaƟon, the thinking and the con-
strucƟon of alternaƟves around contaminaƟon.
dhe autobiographies revealed tesƟmonies of contact ǁith various toǆic substances, present in the places of 
the parƟcipants͛ geographical loci of socialiǌaƟon, ǁork and leisure, as ǁell as in the food and ǁater they 
consume, alǁays ǁith the constant threat of contaminaƟon and fear.
dhis fear of these ͞toǆic forces͟ is evident in the discourses of compleǆity and uncertainty concerning the 
constant transcorporal aīectaƟon, ǁhere the internal and eǆternal borders of people and bodies are not 
rigid ;�laimo ϮϬϭϬͿ. dhe stories speak of human suīering, other aīected living beings, communiƟes and the 
natural environment, devalued local knoǁledge, and a lack of public acƟon and parƟcipaƟon in the construc-
Ɵon of informaƟon that inŇuences public decision processes, as ǁell as the need to break the silence.
dhe autobiographies collected consider the intergeneraƟonal inũusƟce of such epistemicide ;Santos ϮϬϭϬͿ 
reporƟng the lack of informaƟon about the conseƋuences of the toǆic contaminaƟon for the future, thus rea-
ching people ǁho are currently living ǁith the contaminaƟon, as ǁell as future generaƟons. �n inũusƟce that 
contributes to a change of symbolic and concrete representaƟons of nature for human beings ;Shiva ϭϵϵϮͿ.
As one reads the collected autobiographies, it becomes evident that there is an understanding and recogni-
Ɵon of the creaƟon of economic acƟviƟes accompanying the polluƟng acƟviƟes, and of the systemic opera-
ƟonaliǌaƟon of nature as a tool for the producƟon of goods and groǁth of economies, dominated by inter-
naƟonally arƟculated economic groups, eǆercising the hegemony of poǁer for the defense of their interests 
in capitalist accumulaƟon.

�utobiography of �ntſnio Winto and Zosa Daria Wratas concerning the ǁater and air polluƟon 
in �veiro due to industrial acƟvity.  Source: doǆic �ios Wroũect site ;ϮϬϭϴͿ.
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dhe producƟon-destrucƟon dialecƟc ;Worto and &reitas ϮϬϬϬͿ is oŌen referred to, ǁith the polluƟng corpo-
raƟon and its products having an important role in society. dhe ideology of technological opƟmism ;Worto, 
ϮϬϬϳͿ, ǁhich advocates that technology can itself control and solve the impacts generated by its processes 
and products, is very present in proposed soluƟons for the reorganiǌaƟon of territories and economies.

dhis dialecƟc acƟvity is patent in autobiographies as a parƟcipaƟve process of construcƟon of knoǁledge, 
understood as a right to human dignity, eǆerted in the biography of the individual and her/his memories 
through an everyday process of oppression and coloniǌaƟon of the space occupied by capitalism. dhus, it 
causes both fear and inner conŇict betǁeen the individual, her/his memories in relaƟon to space, her/his 
heritage and the space he eǆperiences on a daily basis.

�utobiography of :osĠ >uşs �lmeida Silva and the mobiliǌaƟon against the creaƟon of a nuclear plant in &errel.
Source: doǆic �ios Wroũect site ;ϮϬϭϴͿ.

/n the conteǆt of of the manipulaƟon of a history created from top to bottom, using an oppressive logic, 
the doǆic �ios proũect aims to broaden the scope and posiƟoning of  academic intervenƟon ǁithin society, 
mobiliǌing non-oppressive methodologies of knoǁledge creaƟon, in an open and parƟcipated ǁay. dhrough 
this process, and speciĮcally in the case of the doǆic �ios team in Wortugal΀ϭ΁, the contribuƟon of this process 
of dialogue through the use of the material produced to strengthen the environmental ũusƟce movement in 
Wortugal ǁas evident, providing a structured and reliable assessment of parƟcular historical processes, from 
the perspecƟve of the aīected persons and communiƟes.

dhis is a process ǁhose outcome contributes to supporƟng the various individuals ǁho are the protagonists 
of the autobiographies, and concomitantly, vicƟms of direct threats and laǁsuits by polluƟng companies.
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Footnotes

΀ϭ΁ 
�dvocacy oĸcer of &/�E Wortugal, naƟonal secƟon &/�E, internaƟonal EGK for the Zight to �deƋuate &ood. 
&ormer Coordinator of the dZKC� ʹ Wortuguese Wlaƞorm for &air drade. Dember of the �cology and Society 
torkshop the Centre for Social Studies of the University of Coimbra. Dember of the Wortuguese delegaƟon 
of the Donsanto dribunal.

΀Ϯ΁ 
Wostdoctoral Zesearcher at the Centre for Social Studies ;C�SͿ of the University of Coimbra and in the Centre 
for Zesearch in �conomic Sociology and KrganiǌaƟons of the University of >isbon. She is one of the coordina-
tors of the �cology and Society torkshop ;�CKSKC, C�S ǁǁǁ.ces.uc.pt/ecosocͿ. Wost-doctoral Zesearcher in 
Sociology since ϮϬϭϮ ;S&Z, / �W� / ϳϵϵϯϯ/ϮϬϭϭͿ, proũect funded by the Dinistry of Science, dechnology and 
,igher �ducaƟon.

΀ϯ΁ 
Wortuguese team: Stefania �arca,  >Ʒcia &ernandes, Zita Wais  and SĠrgio Wedro
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