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Get on a Boat! A Photographic View from Lake Naivasha
by Gerda Kuiper

Kver the course of the past century, >ake Eaivasha in <enya has attracted diverse groups of people. dhese 
groups include pastoralists ǁith their herds, �uropean settlers during colonial Ɵmes͖ large-scale Ňoǁer and 
vegetable farmers in more recent years, and thousands of ũobseekers from other parts of <enya ǁho follo-
ǁed in the ǁake of these Įrms͖ domesƟc as ǁell as foreign tourists, and researchers. Duch could be said 
about ǁater as a contested resource in this dense environment. ,oǁever, here / ǁould like to draǁ attenƟ-
on to a very pragmaƟc, methodological advantage of the presence of ǁatery environments in a Įeld site. 

/n &ebruary ϮϬϭϰ, / arrived in Eaivasha to conduct research ǁithin Ňoǁer farms and in ǁorkers͛ settlements 
around the lake. �Ōer a feǁ ǁeeks, / got on a boat and took a ride on the lake ʹ an acƟvity ǁhich is also po-
pular ǁith tourists. dhis resulted not only in pretty pictures but also provided complimentary perspecƟves 
on ǁhat ǁas going on around the shores of the lake: from the ǁater, one has an unrestricted vieǁ of many 
of the premises. dhese are oŌen fenced oī from one another and are barely visible from the public road. 
� vieǁ from the road therefore gives the impression that there is little interacƟon betǁeen the diīerent 
groups of residents of Eaivasha. ,oǁever, pictures that / took during this boat ride shoǁ the proǆimity and 
convergence of diīerent economic acƟviƟes and lifestyles around the lake. ͚Sightseeing͛ from the ǁater 
thus proved to be a fruiƞul method during the eǆploraƟve phase of my Įeldǁork.

� tourist camp ǁith boat operators.
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Kn the hill in the background lies <amere, one of the privately developed  
settlements ǁhere migrant ǁorkers of Ňoǁer farms Įnd rental houses.

� Ňoǁer farm ǁater pump.



Social Water - Voices From Around The World 
Global South Studies Center, University of Cologne, Germany - http://voices.uni-koeln.de

dhe abandoned house of the former oǁner of a Ňoǁer farm that got into Įnancial trouble.  
dhe house ǁas constructed at a Ɵme ǁhen lake levels ǁere loǁer.

� group of hippos ŇoaƟng in front of greenhouses ǁhere Ňoǁers are groǁn.
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Eaivasha is a favourite desƟnaƟon of birdǁatchers.

Dount >ongonot is another maũor tourist attracƟon.  
dhe lakeshores in front of it are dominated by greenhouses.


